Training and employment programs in methadone treatment: client needs and desires.
Training and employment programs (TEP) in methadone treatment have declined in recent years. Yet heroin abusers who enter methadone treatment have historically high unemployment and low earnings compared to the general population and other treatment modalities. This paper reports on the first phase of a multiyear project to develop and evaluate TEPs for methadone treatment clients. Preliminary findings from the treatment intake survey of the pilot study are used to identify client needs and desires. Specifically, we report descriptive statistics for clients' (a) demographics, (b) education and training, (c) employment status, (d) income and expenditures, (e) interest in a TEP, and (f) labor market expectations thereafter. We conclude with a presentation of our proposed future analyses and a discussion of the policy implications of the project. Our main finding is that most addicts have a strong interest in training and employment services, but their expectations about the impact of such services is often unrealistic.